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WAR-MONGERING AMERICA THROUGH JAPANESE
EYES
January 31, 1941
<s Considering relations with Great Britain and in connection with
the Pacific question. State Secretary Hull of the American Govern-
ment has intimated that should Japan make any proposal, America
would be ready to consider it. This intimation is an insolent expres-
sion which is worthy to be spat upon. What country is it which
is aggravating the situation to disturb the peace of the Pacific ?
America, without doubt. Advocating the Monroe Doctrine and
emphasizing the peace of the world, it is America which has played
the part of a kindler in the European disturbance. Not stopping there
and then, it is busily hatching heinous schemes to extend the war to
the Pacific. Should Japan make a proposal it would be for instant
withdrawal of the American fleet from the Pacific."
—Keijo Nippo (Korean Japanese-language daily newspaper).
JAPANESE-AMERICAN RELATIONS NEVER LOOKED
DARKER
February i, 1941
One of my colleagues in Tokyo recently characterized the present
situation in Japan as one of " unstable equilibrium." We can fully
subscribe to the instability, but as to the equilibrium, that seems to
be hardly the right word, and if the tilt is really held in balance,
that balance is not obvious to the naked eye. It is true that the
moderates are steadily working to maintain that balance, especially
behind closed doors in the current sessions of the Diet, where com-
mittee meetings are being held in camera in order to avoid public
censuring of the Government's policy. We know that Arita has been
interpellating the Foreign Minister for days on end; we know that
Hirota has said that Matsuoka is following a foreign policy " fatal
to Japan ; " we know, according to several prominent members of the
Diet, that assurances have quietly been given by the Government that
a policy aimed to avoid a clash with the United States will be followed.
Yet in practice the southward advance is being pushed with all
energy by the military ; their stranglehold on Indo-China, in contra-
vention of the agreement with Vichy, continues with ever-increasing
intensity, while Japan's insistence on mediating the Thailand-Indo-
China dispute and, according to reports, on being paid for such
mediation by the acquisition of naval bases in Camranh Bay is patent
evidence of her firm intention to acquire jumping-off facilities for
an eventual attack on Singapore. " Equilibrium" between the
moderates and extremists seems hardly the right word. The latter
are firmly in the saddle, and in practice there is ample evidence that
they intend to push rapidly ahead, obviously stimulated by the
Nazis, either in the belief that the United States will remain quiescent

